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FAITH ALONE. 
BEING 


The Subſtance of a LETTER from the Rev. 
Mr. B—ge, in Cambridgeſhire, to a Clergy- 


man in Nottinghemfhire ; giving an Account t 


his own Converſion, &:.—Which LETTER 
has fince been remarked upon in a late Pam- 
phlet, intitled The Principles and- Pratlices of 
the Methodiſts Confidered : Adreſſed to the Rev. 


. B- ge and others. 
To which. is here added 


b 


I Thort Remarks upon the above-mention'd Pam- 


phlets with a Word or two upon Juſtification by 
aith ; abſtracted from the Appeals, * the Rev. 
Mr. J. IW: — l 


5 Grace are ye Javed, through Faith, Eph. it. 8, 
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ben ort R emarks, , &e. 


N the firſt pubis of theſe: Lettors,. in- 
titled, 4 Fragment: af True Religion, &c. The 
editor addreſſes his readers in à low pitiful pra- 


tion, relating how he Tame by a copy of it; ; 


thtjein'\endeavouring, dns much as, poſſible, to 
degrade and leſſen the character of that ſincere, 
honeſt and worthy miniſter ef Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Rev. Mr. BZRRID OE, Let, nevertheleſs, has 
thereja :confefied many notable truths of him : 
ſo the:deyils ſomttimas ſpakei the truth; though 
its plain chey intended ho good thereby. O 
were the children of this world hut ituly kn; 
ſible what good they do, and of-, what Henefit ir 
is to the ſoils. of God's dear -Miniſterg/ and. peo- 
ple tu be reviled and perſecuted for their Ma; 
ſber's ſakn, they would quickly have done with 
their wicked and wrong grounded aſpertions. 
for, ak one faid, a Chriſtian is like camomjle, the 
mate at is trodden the better it thrives. Alas 
alas l how it muſt grieve the heart of every ſin» 
cere chriſtian to ſee our late reformed church of 
England, (the beſt eſtabliſhed church, in the 
world) ſinking again into the very dregs of 
Rome. The doctrine of the Fall; Original Sin; 
IF e ee —_ Faith. in the Blood of Chrilt, 


as 
. 1 2 | 
* Wen this was firſt a publified; I bought one or can 
but at tat tie knew nothing oß Mr. Berridge, or ſo muchas 
heard of his Name: But ſince this (to my great „ 
I have heard him declare (jp the preſence of ſeveral hundre: 
erſons, ha nappy witpeſſes che Une) thi ſubſtance of this 
tter 3 much more of Nha Work of the Spirit of God 
among bis people, 
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as ſet forth in her 3 5 — con- 
tinually rejected and oppoſed by her o-w-namem- 
bers; not only by the unlearned, but alſo by 
the learned, even the heads of the church, who 
at their ordination do ſolemnly engage to preach 
and maintain thoſe doctrines; declaring in the 
preſence of God, they find themſelves moved 
thereunto by the Holy Ghoſt. And yet alas 
how very rarely do weefind rnoSsR Wb hawelta⸗ 
ken this weighty tak (the care of fouls): upon 
them, performing this engagement as they 
ought ?-2Ahd” while this is the caſe, it is no 
marvel to ſee Atheiſm: and Deiſm again openly 
and Putzliely lifting up its head againſt the 


Bible. May the Lord convince them of their 


error, and” bring them out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light. Zut , 

Secondly, I have ſince been credibly-inform- 
ed, that the main intent of printing thoſe Letters, 
(without Mr. Berridge's' conſent) vas in order to 
make way for an anſwer and remarks upon them, 
intitled The Principles and Pratlice of the Metho- 
difts, &c. By a reverend gentleman, whe 5ſub- 


ſcribes himfelf Accademicis, though by report, ſaid 
to be D—n, of In, whom I reverence for his 


dignity ; but the Truth as it is in Yeſus, more. 

ITis plain this gentleman has ſpent. much 
time, and has ibeen at a deal of needleſs pains to 
compoſe 78 full octavo pages; the ſibjet and 
ſabſtance of which has been repeated over and 
over an hundred times before; both by learned 
and unlearned, cletgy and laity: ;And ſuffi- 
eiently anſwer d and confuted from the word r 
God, and by the teſtimony of a thouſand: 955 


witneſſes who experience in their own fouls tho 
ble ſſed Privileges, Which: hunſelt and others, ei- 
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(39 
ther wholly deny, or ſet at a vaſt diſtance. I would 
only notice two or three things in this learned 
piece, not for the ſake of controverſy, neither 
that I expe&t any of thoſe learned gentlemen 
will receive inſtruction from ſo weak an inſtru- 
ment as myſelf (unleſs it be the will of God, 
who ſendeth by whom he will;) but rather as a 
witneſs on God's {ide of this great and glorious 
work the Lord is carrying on in his church, 
which ſo very few of the wiſe and earned can 
be brought to believe. But in reſpect to the 
moſt principal point, namely, Juſtiiication by 
Faith Alone, I ſhall refer every one (that will 
be at the pains to look) to that Anſwer, which 
no man, who dares openly confeſs himſelf either 
a miniſter or member of the Church of England, 
can truly diſprove or deny * 
iſt, This gentleman addrefſes himſelf to the 
Rev. Mr. B—ge, reciting in a ſneering or a 
light bantering air, (as himſelf calls it, p. 76. 
for which he makes as light an apology) the 
contents of Mr. B—ge's two letters with re- 
marks upon ſeveral parts of them, — parti- 
cularly of himſelf and others, uſing ſcripture 
phraſes too familiarly: ſuch as, The word of 
God ſeeming like a voice from heaven ; God 
opening my eyes; The ſcales falling from 
my eyes : with many other : as, The precious 
name of Jeſus Chriſt :* a phraſe much out of 
faſhion in theſe politer times. 
2dly. He has raiſed many objections againſt 
the Methodiſts doctrine and practices; ſtated 
ſeveral arguments againſt them ; and has proved 
Juſt as much, (either hurtful or repugnant to 
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* The Further Aspeal, by the Rev. Mr. 7. F'—y 


2 TR ee 
ee, r FLIES: # 


— . — 


(4) 
the goſpel of Chriſt) as his brethren before hi: 
have done, even nothing at all. Indeed he has 
wrote with more ſeeming mildneſs than ſome 
others: but, as ſmooth-inſtruments cut the deep- 
eſt, he has taken every opportunity to pierce 
where he could. 

3My, But conſidering this as the labour not 
Gul of a learned man, but alſo a great ſhepherd 
ſet over the flock of Chriſt. This then will natu- 
rally ariſe among chriſtian men to enquire, 
What good has this learned performance done? 
what glory has it brought to Chriſt? What 
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* profit to his own foul or others? Fhis does no 


way yet appear: and in one ſenſe it cannot, for 
St. James ſays, The wrath of man, worketh not 

the Righteonſneſs of God. What then is all this 
Joſt labour? has it done nothing in the worl&d-? 
Yes, firſt, It has plainly and openly diſcovered 
to all zeal chriſtians, that there is another great, 
"wile, learned Nicodemus in the church. Se- 
condly, It hath undoubtedly rejoiced thoſe of 
his own way of thinking; much confirmed 
them in their opinion; and, ſo ſadly help to 
keep them faſt afleep in that ſtate of darknefs 
Which every child of Adam is in by nature, un- 


til the vail is removed off their hearts; which 


no one can remove but him, who in the begin- 
ning laid, let there be light, and it was /0. 
* Thirdly, It will alfo help to confirm thoſe 
whom the Lord has brought out of darkneſs into 
bis marcelloas 7ight : that it was neither the light 
of nature, nor the light of reaſon through the 
help of education ; but the free, unmerited grace 
of God, by which they were juſtified through faith, 
and that inſtant obtained peace with God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, They who were juſt before 
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children of wrath, now 7279:ce in Zope of the glory 
of God ; becauſe the love 97 Cod is ſhed abroad in 
their hearts | y the Holy Ghoſt ; whereby they are 
enabled to cry, Abba Father. Laſtly, It will be 
of ſome benefit to the printer and publiſher ; and 
not a little into his Reverend's own pocket, as 
it has already paſs*d a ſecond edition. But J 
ſhould be exceeding glad ro hear this, and if = 
from this hint, (che Lord inclining his heart 10 = 
to do) namely, giving the profit of this pamphlet 4 
among poor chriſtians this happy, tho' hard ſea- 
ſon, as a worthy miniſter of Chriſt,, whom he 
nas flur'd upon, uſed to do; and I am verily 
perſuaded he would one day find, that this was- 
the chief, if not the only good, in God's ſight, 
that proceeded from this long epiſtle. But, again, 
Athly, This gentleman's great concern, his 
doubts and ſcruples, which certainly ariſe fromm 
unbelief, and will ariſe in the heart of every 
man till they are convinced and enlightend by 
the Holy Ghoſt, as declared, Tobm xvi. 8. 9. 
I ſay his chief ſcruples are concerning Gods way 
of revealing or manifeſting himſelf to inan in 
theſe latter days, and of juſtification by taith, 
how it can be a ſudden or momentary act, 
« affected in an inſtantaneous manner, &c.” 
(which he cannot comprehend,) page 12, 13. 
—Juſt ſo it was with Nicodemus that great 
learned doctor of the law, who anſwered our 
bleſſed Lord, ſaying, how can theſe things be ? As 
to the matter, our Lord poſitively ſaid it muſt 
be ſo, ye muſt be born again. As to the manner 
he gave him this anſwer, (which muſt ſerve 
every ſuch dark ſcrupulous enquirer to the end | 
A 2 of | 
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The Rev. Mr. Hervey, Page 38. 
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of the world, until the Lord is pleaſed to open 
their underſtanding) namely, 7 be wind blowerh 
where it liſtetb, and thou heareth the ſound thereof, 
but canſt not tell whence it cometh and whither it 
goeth, ſo is every one that is born of the Spirit, 
Jol in 111. 8. But as that learned and laborious 
miniſter of Chriſt, Mr. J. Weſley, expreſſeth 
himſelf, „we do not defire to diſpute or con- 
t tend about the manner, not the circumſtance, 
but the ſubſtance : it you can attain it any other 
cc way, do, only fee that you do attain it, for 
if you fall ſhort you periſh everlaſtingly®” 
but as all {cripture was written for our inſtruc- 
tion (as Paul ſheweth,) and every one that 1s 
willing imply to be taught thereby, God has 
declared they ſhall be inſtructed. Therefore to 
mention only a few inſtances which I hope thro? 
Chrift, will be a help to ſome in this matter, 
namely to ſhew that pardon of ſin, or the juſtifi- 
cation of a ſinner is, according to ſcripture 
account, an inſtantaneous work. 

1ſt, Take the account given, Jobn chap. viii. 
of the woman taken in adultery, who was 
brought before Chriſt, that he might finiſh 
the ſentence againſt her. The guilty wretch 
doubtleſs ſtood trembling before him, her own 
conſcience accuſing her, and expected every 
moment to be dener d up to the executors; 
but ſo far from this, our bleſſed Lord (who 
was not then come to condemn, but rather to 
ſave ſinners) inſtead of condemning her, juſtified 
her freely, bid her go, and ſin no more. And 
tis believed, that ſhe never did commit that 
| | N 


* Further Appeal, P. 4. 
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fin any more. For when 'the Lord proclaims 
pardon to a ſinner, there is ſufficient grace and 
ſtrength, accompanying the word to fave ſuch 
ſouls from the power, as well as the guilt of fin : 
if they are careful to uſe it. 2. I mention the 
ſtory of Zaccheus, to whom our Lord ſaid, 
this day ſalvation is come to thy houſe. 3d, That 
of Cornelius, Acts chap. x. a caſe quite parallel 
to Mr. Berridge's: he was ſaid to be @ devout 
man, and prayed to God alway. (The Lord in- 
creaſe the number of ſuch;) and yet one thine 
Was wanting, to make him a compleat Chriſtian. 
How got he it? the Lord directed him to ſend 
for Peter. On Peter's coming and explaining the 
nature of Chriſt's Death, Reſurrection, &c. and 
declaring that whoſoever believerb in his name ſhall 
receive remiſſion of ſins : and *tis ſaid, that ſud- 
denly the Holy Ghoſt fell on them all. 4th, Is 
the caſe of the poor trembling joaler, Acts xvi. 

with many other ſingle inſtances, but ! ſhall 
cloſe my account with juſt obſerving what hap- 
pened at Peter's firſt ſermon, Acts ii. What a 
clamour mult there be, when *tis ſaid that the 
multitude were at once pricked in their hearts, 
trembling, and cried out, nen and brethren what 
muſt we do. — To be ſaved, ver. 37. The 
preceding verſes ſhew how 3000 of them were 
inſtantly freed from their fears, and received 
into the church of Chriſt, &c. And generally 
thofe perſons who are now-a-days ſo ſuddenly 
juſtified, are of this fort, who come to Chriſt 
ſelf-abhorr'd, and ſelf-condemn'd, having no- 
thing to plead, and nothing to pay, ſo Chriſt 
frecly forgives them all, 
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This is his office, for this. he came into the 
world, namely to ſave ſinners. And no other 
qualification wharſoever in us, is neceſſary to 
this ſalvation but a true conviction, or ſenſibility 
of our loſt eſtate, and a deſire to be ſaved ; the 
condition is faith, faith only in our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. How uſeful or excellent ſoever human 
learning may be in other matters, as it certainly 
is to all teachers, and yet, 'tis plain the poſ- 
ſeſſion of it never did or ever will bring a ſoul 
e&er the ſooner to Chriſt, nor the lack of it, 
keep any one the longer from him; yea, it is 
evident, from many hundred years experience, 
the latter hath always had the pre- eminence. 

A word or two concerning good works. the 
ſtate and condition of it, according to the arti- 
cles of our Church; which declare that works 
done before the grace of Chriſt, and the in- 
* ſpiration of this holy ſpirit, (that is, before 

Juſtification,) are not pleaſant to God becauſe 
they ſpring not of faith in Jeſus Chriſt as God 
* hath willed and*commanded.* fee Art. 13. 


This I know is a great ſtumbling block to many 


good meaning men, but more 10 to the wiſe and 
earned, who io frequently err, taking the wrong 
Way, as the wile man ſaith, Prov. xiv. 12. Or 

taking the caſe in a wrong light, (forgetting 
original fin.) And who can ſet this in a clearer 
light than our bleſſed Lord hath done, in the 
caſe of the tree and its fruit? Matt. vii. 17. 18. 
He who well knew, that the hearts of all men, 
by nature, were abominably wicked and cor- 
rupt; ſo that a corrupt heart, as well as à cor- 
rupt tree, muſt be made good before its fruit can be 
good. 
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This is the doctrine held and ſet forth, by 
that learned methodiſt preacher, Mr. J. Weſicy, 
as is fully explained in his Appeals to men of 
Reaſon and Religion. And for the ſatisfaction 
of thoſe that cannot, and ſome others that per- 
haps will not be at the pains to ſeek for it, I 
will inſert the concluſion of what he has ſaid on 
that head. After explaining the term Juſtification 
by faith, and cleared up ſeveral objections a- 
gainſt it, from ſcripture the Articles, Homilies 
and Liturgy of the Church; he concludes 
N 

* That no good works properly fo called 
can go before juſtification : 

That no degree of true ſanctification can 
Y by previous to it. 

3. That as the meritorious cauſe of juſtifica- 
tion is, the life and death of Chriſt; ſo the con- 
dition of it, is faith, faith alone; and 

© 4. That both inward and outward holineſs, 
© are conſequent on this faith, and are the ordina- 
© ry, ſtated condition, of final juſtification. 

And what more can you deſire, who have 
* hitherto oppoſed | j#/tification by faith alone. 
merely upon a principle of conſcience ; becauſe 

* you was zealous for holineſs and good wotks ? 
do I not effectually ſecure theſe from contempt, 
at the fame time that I defend the doctrines of 
the church? I not only allow, but vehemently 
* contend, that none ſhall ever enter into glory 
« who is not holy on earth, as well in heart, 
as in all manner of converſation. I cry aloud, 
let all that have believed, be careful to main- 
© tain good works. What means then this end- 
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(10) 
< leſs ſtrife of words or, what doth your ar- 
guing reprove ? * 

One word more to you my believing bre- 
thren. As all diſputations of this kind tend 
little to the glory of God, I believe the beſt 
thing to be done, is to treat ſuch perſons with 
gentleneſs, pity, and love : if we can thus pre- 
vail over them, well, if not, let us bring thoſe 
poor unbelieving ſouls to God in our prayers | 
as objects of his mercy ; and never ceale to pray 
for them, till God has anſwered our petitions 
according to his word, Af and it ſball be given 
thee. Aſk life then tor thy brother, and the Lord 
will grant it. And I am perſuaded this would 
avail more in ſuch caſes, than twenty well wrote 
arguments—0O that all the profeſſed chriſtians of 
this notion might ceaſe from opinions and un- 
profitable diſputations, and only ſtrive who ſhall 
moſt excel in obedience to our blefled Redeemer, 
and love one towards another. Then ſhall the 
kingdom of Chriſt be exalted day by day, and 
that of Satan ſink beneath our feet. Which that 
this may be the happy caſe, is the earneſt wiſh and 

rayer of one of the left, moſt unworthieſt, 
whom Chriſt has redeemed by his moſt precious 


Blood. 
F. X. 
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ALETTER, giving an Account 
of his Life, Study, and Conver fjon : 
together with the great Work of 
God among his People. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


Y deſire and intention in this Letter is 

to inform you what the Lord has lately 

done for my Soul : In order to this, it may be 

needful to give you a little previous Information 

of my manner of Life from my Youth up to 
the preſeat Time, 


When I was about the Age of fourteen, God 
was pleaſed to ſhew me that I was a Sinner, and 
that I muſt be horn again before I could enter 
into his Kingdom. Accordingly I betook my- 
ſelf to reading, praying, and watching ; and 
was enabled hereby to make ſome Progreſs in 
Sanctification. In this manner I went on, tho? 
not always with the ſame Diligence, till about 
half a Year ago. I thought myſelf in the right 
Way to Heaven, tho? as yet I was wholly out 
of the way; and imagined I was travelling to- 
wards Sion, tho' I had never yet ſet my Face 

A thither- 
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thitherwards. Indeed God would have ſhewn 
tne that I was wrong, by not owning my mini- 
ſtry, but I paid no regard to this for a long 
Time, imputing my want of Succeſs to the 
naughty Hearts of my Hearers, and not to my 
own naughty Doctrine. 


You may aſk, perhaps, what was my Doctrine? 
Why, dear Sir, it was the Doctrine that every 
Man will naturally hold whilſt he continues in 
an unregenerate State, viz. That we are to be 
juſtiſied partly by our Faith, and partly by our 
Works. This Doctrine I preached for ſix Years 
at a Curacy, which J ſerved from College: and 
tho* I took ſome extraordinary Pains, and preſſed 
Sanctification upon them very earneſtly, yet they 
continued as unſanctified as before, and not 
one Soul was brought to Chriſt. There was 
indeed a little more of the Form of Religion in 
the Pariſh, but not a Vhit more of the Porter. 
Ar length I removed to Everton, where I have 
lived altogether. Here again I preſſed Sancti- 
fication and Regeneration as vigorouſly as I 
could; but finding no Succels, after two Years 
preaching in this manner, I began to be diſ- 
couraged, and now ſome ſecret Miſgivings a- 
roſe in my Mind, that I was not right myſelf. 
(This happened about Chriſtmas laſt.) Thoſe 
Miſgivings grew ſtronger, and at laſt very 
painful; Being then under great Doubts, I 


cried 
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cried vento the Lord very earneſtly. The con- 
ftant Language of my Heart was this,—* Lord 
< if I am right, keep me ſo; if I am not right, 
„make me ſo. Lead me to the Knowledge of 
© the Truth as it is in Jeſus.” 


AFTER about ten Days crying unto the 
Lord, he was pleaſed to return an Anſwer to my 
Prayers, and in the following wonderful Man- 
ner. As I was ſitting in my Houſe one Morn- 
ing, and muſing upon a Text of Scripture, the 
following Words were darted into my Mind 
with wondertul Power, and ſeemed indeed like 
a Voice from Heaven (viz) © Ceaſe from thy 
* own Works.” Before I heard theſe Words, my 
Mind was in a very unuſual Calm; but as ſoon 
as I heard them, my Soul was in a Tempeſt 
directly, and the Tears flowed, from my Eyes 
like a Torrent. The Scales fell from my Eyes 
immediately, and I now clearly ſaw the Rock 
I had been ſplitting on for near thirty Years, 


Do you afk what this Rock was? Why it 
was ſome ſecret Reliance on my oten Horks for 
Salvation. I had hoped to be faved, partly in 
my own Name, and partly in Chriſt's name; 
tho' I am told © there is Salvation in no other 
Name except in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Acts iv. 12. — had hoped to be ſaved partly 
through my own Works, and partly through 
A 2 Chriſt's 
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Chriſt's Mercies; though I am told © we are 
« ſaved by Grace through Faith, and not of 
Works, Eph. ii. 7, 8.'—- I had hoped to make 
myſelf acceptable to God partly through my 
own good Works, though we are told, © that we 
are accepted through the Beloved, Eph. i. 6.—I 
had hoped to make my Peace with God partly 
through my own Obedience to his Laws, tho" 
I am told © that Peace is only to be had by 
Faith, Rom. v. 1.“ I had hoped to make my- 
{elf a Child of God by Sanctification, though 
we are told, © that we are made Children of 
God by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, Gal. iii: 2 6.“ 
I had thought that Regeneration, the new Birth 
r new Creature, conſiſted in Sanctifcation, but 
now I know it conſiſts in Faith, 1 John v. 1. 
— Compare alſo thele two Paſlages together, 
Gal. vi. 15, —and Gal. v. 6, —where you will 
fnd that the new Creature is Faith working by 
Love, the Apoſtle adds thele Words, working 
by Love, in order to diſtinguiſh a living Faith 
from a dead one. I had thought that Sanctifi- 
ation was the Way to Juſtification, but now I 


am aſſured that Sanctification follows after 


Juſtification; or in other Words, that we muſt 
firſt he juſtified by Faith before we can have 
any true Sanctification by the Spirit. When we 
are juſtified it is done freely, 1. e. graciouſly, 
without any the leaſt Merits of ours, and ſolely 
by the Grace of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Rom. iii. 24.—28. 
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All that is previouſly needful to Juſtification 
is this, that we are convinced by the Spirit of 
God of our own utter Sinfulneſs, Iſa. Ixiv. 6. 
convinced that we are Children of Wrath by 
Nature, on Account of our Birth-ſin, Eph. 
11. 3.—and that we are under the Curſe of God 


on Account of actual Sin, Gal. iii. 1o. And 
under theſe Convictions come to the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, renouncing all Righteouſneſs of our 
own, and relying ſolely on him, wao is ap- 
pointed to be the Lord Our Righteouſneſs. 
Jer. xxiii. 6. Again, Chriſt ſays, come un- 
to me all ye that labour and are heavy laden 
(with the Burden of Sin) and I will give you 
reſt, 1. e. I will take the Burden away, I will 
releaſe you from the Guilt of Sin. Where 
you may obſerve, that the only Thing requi- 
red of us when we come to Chriſt, is to come 
burdened and ſenſible that none can remove 
this Burden but Chriſt. Again, Chriſt did 
not come to call the Righteous but Sinners 
to Repentance. See allo Luke iv. 18. Hear 
how he cries out in Iſaiah Iv. 1. ** Ho, eve- 
ry one that thirſteth, come ye to the Waters, 
and drink : come buy Wine and Milk (1. e. 
the Bleſſings of the Goſpel) without Money 
and without Price.” Where we are ordered 
to bring no Money, i. e. no Merits of our 


own: we mult not think to make a Purchaſe 
of 


. 

of theſe Bleſſings by any Deſerts of ours, 
They are offered freely, i. e. graciouſly, and 
muſt be received freely. Nothing more is re- 
quired from us but to thirſt after them. Why 
was the Phariſee rejected? (Luke xviii. 10, 
&c.) becauſe he came pleading his own Works 
before God. He was devout, juſt, chaſte, 
and abſtemious ; and thanked God for enabling 
him to be fo. Very well; ſo far all was right 
But then he had ſome Reliance on theſe Works, 
and therefore picads the Merits of them be- 
fore God. W hich ſhewed that he did not 
know what a Sinner he was, and that he could 
only be faved by Grace through Faith. He 
opens his Mouth betore God, and pleads his 
own Caule : though God declares that every 
Mouth ſhall be ſtopped before him, and the 
hole World brought in Guilty before God. 
Rom. ifi. 19,—And why was the Publican 
juſtified ? Not on Account of bis own good 
Works, but becauſe he was ſenſible of his e- 
vil ones; and accordingly came ſelf - accu- 
ied, telt-condemned, and crying out only for 


Mercy. 


And now, dear Sir, hear what is the Riſe 
and Progreſs of true Religion in the Soul of 
Man. When the Spirit of God has convinced 
any Perſon that he is a Child of Wrath and un- 
der the Curſe of God, (in which State every one 

con- 
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continues to be till he has received Jeſus Chriſt 
into his Heart by Faith) then the Heart of ſuch 
an one becomes broken for Sin; then too he 
feels what he never knew before, that he has 
no Faith, and accordingly laments his evil 
Heart of Unbelief. In this State Men conti- 
nue ſome a longer, ſome a lefs time, *till God 


is pleaſed to work Faith in them. Then they 


are juſthed, and are at Peace with God, Rom. 
v. I. i. e. have their Sins forgiven them, for 
that is the meaning of the Word Peace. See 
Luke vii. 48—50.—When we have received 
Faith from God (for it is his Gift, Epheſ. 
ii. 8.) to juſtify our Perſons, then we afterwards 
receive the Spirit to ſanftify our Natures, 
Epheſ. i. 13.—Gal. ti. 14. And now the 
Work of Sanctification goes forwards, now his 
Fruit is more and more unto Holineſs ; now 
the Love of God 1s ſhed abroad. in his Heart 
by the Holy Spirit, Rom. v. 5. now he walks 
in the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts ix. 13. 
Now he 1s filled with Joy and Peace in belie- 
ving, Rom. xv. 13; now he rejoiceth with 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. 
And now he hath the Spirit of God bearing 
Witneſs with his own Spirit, that he is a Child 
of God, Rom. viii. 16.—1 John v. 10. 
Theſe are Things that I was an utter Stranger 
to before, notwithſtanding all my reading, 


watching, and praying; and theſe are Things 
that 
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(13) 
that every one muſt be a Stranger to, *till 
he is made a Child of God by Faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus, 


But to proceed ; though a Believer is conti- 
nually more and more ſanctified in Body, Soul 
and Spirit, yet his Hopes of Heaven are not 
built on his Sanctification, but on his Faith in 
Chriſt ; he knows that he is only complete in 
Chriſt, Col. ii. 10. And that the Moment he 
ſeeks to be juſtified by his own Obedience to 
God's Laws, that Moment he falls from Chriſt, 
and ceaſes to have an Intereſt in Chriſt, Gal. 
v. 4.—Accordingly, though he labours to a- 
bound in all the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, yer, 
like St. Paul, he deſires to be found only in 
Chriſt, not having, 1. e. not relying on his 
own Righteouſneſs, but on the Righteouſneſs of 
God by Faith, Phil. iii. 8. 9. 


And now let me point out to you the grand 
Deluſion which had like to have ruined my 
Soul. I faw very early ſomething of the Un- 
holineſs of my Nature, and the Neceſſity of 
being born again. Accordingly I watched, 
prayed, and faſted too, thinking to purify my 
Heart by theſe Means, whereas it can only be 
purified by Faith, Acts xv. 9. Watching, 
praying, and faſting are neceſſary Duties, but 
I, like many others, placed ſome ſecret Reli- 

ances 


| 1 
ances on them, thinking they were to do that 
for me, in part at leaſt, which Chriſt only 
could. The Truth is, though I ſaw myſelf to 
be a Sinner, and a great Sinner, yet I did not 
ſee myſelf an utter loſt Sinner, and therefore 
I could not come to Jeſus Chriſt alone to ſave 
me; deſpiſed the Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith alone, looking on it as a fooliſh and a 
dangerous Doctrine; I was not yet ſtript of 
all my Righteonſneſs, could not conſider it 
all as filthy Rags, and therefore I went about 
to eſtabliſh a Righteouſneſs of my own, and 
Cid not ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of God by 
Faith, Rom. x. 3.—lI did not tcek after Righ- 
teouſneſs through Faith, but as it were by the 
Works of the Law. Thus I ſtumbled and 
fell, Rom. ix. 31, 32. —In ſhort, to uſe a 
homely Similitude, I put the Juſtice of God 
into one Scale, and as many good Works of 
my own as I could into the other, and when I 
found, as I always did, my own good Works 
not to be a Ballance to the Divine Juſtice, I 
then threw in Chriſt as a Make-weight. And 
this every one really does who hopes for Sal- 
vation, partly by doing what he can jor 
himſelf, and then relying on Chriſt for the 


reſt. 


But, dear Sir, Chriſt will either be a whole 


Saviour or none at all. And if you think you 
C have 
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have any good Service of your own to re- 
commend you unto God, you are certainly 
without any Intereſt in Chriſt : Be you ever 
ſo ſober, ſerious, juſt and devout, you are 
ſtill under the Curſe of God as I was, and 
know it not, provided you have any allowed 
Reliance on your own Works, and think they 
are to do ſomething for you, and Chriſt to do 


the reſt. 


I now proceed to acquaint you with the 
Succels I have lately had-in my Miniſtry, As 
ſoon as God had opened my own Eyes, and 
the ved me the true Way to Salvation, I began 
immediately to preach it. And now I dealt 
with my Hearers in a very different Manner 
from what I uſed to do. I told them very 
plainly, ! that they were Children of Wrath, 
and under the Curſe of God, though they 
knew it not, and that none but Jeſus Chriſt 
could deliver them from tnat Curſe. I aſked 
them, if they had ever broke the Law of God 
once in Thought, Word, or Deed? If they 
had, they were then under the Curſe: For it 
is written, Curſed is every one that continu- 
eth not in all the Things that are written in 
the Book of the Law to do them.“ And 
again, He that keepeth the whole Law, and 
* yet offendeth in one Point, is guilty of all.” 
If indeed we could keep the whole Law with- 
e | Out 
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out offending in one Point; if we had done 
and could continue to do all the Things in 
Ged's Law, then indeed we might lay Claim 
to eternal Life on the Score of our own Works. 
But who is ſufficient for theſe Things? If we 
break God's Law we immediately fall under 
the Curſe of it, and none can deliver us from 
this Curſe but Jeſus Chriſt. There 1s an End 
for ever after of any Juſtification from our 
own Works, No future good Behaviour can 
make any Atonement for paſt Miſcarriages. 
If I keep all God's Laws to Day, this is no 
Amends for breaking them Yefterday. If I 
behave peaceably to my Neighbour this Day, 
it is no Satisfaction for having broke his Head 
Yeſterday. If therefore I am once under the 
Curſcof God, for having broken God's Law, 
I can never after do any Thing of my ſelf to de- 
liver me from this Curſe. I may then cry our, 
O wretched Man, that I am! who ſhall deli- 
ver me from this Body of Sin? And find none 
able to deliver, but Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. vii. 
23, 24, 25.—90 that if I am once a Sinner, 
nothing but the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt can 
cleanſe me from Sin. All my Hopes are then 


in him, and I muſt fly to him as the only Re- 
fuge ſet before me. 


In this Manner, dear Sir, I preached-and do 
preach to my Flock, labouring to beat down 
. Self · 
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Self-Righteouſneſs; labouring to ſhew them 
that they were all in a loſt and periſhing State, 
and that nothing could recover them out of this 
State, and make them Children of God, but 
Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And now fee 
the Conſqeuence. This was ſtrange Doctrine 
to my Hearers. They were ſurpriſed, alarmed, 
and vexed. The old Man, the carnal Nature, 
was ſtirreck up, and railed, and oppoſed the 
Truth. However, the Minds of moſt were 
ſeized with ſome Convictions, and the Hearts 
of ſome were truly broken for Sin, ſo that they 
came to me, as thoſe mentioned in the Acts, 
throughly pricked to the Heart, and crying our 
with ſtrong and bitter Cries, What muſt I do 
to be ſaved? I then laid the Promiſes before 
them, and told them, it they found themſelves 
under the Curſe, Chriſt was ready to deliver 
them from it; if they were really weary and 
heavy laden, Chriſt would give them Reſt; if 
their Hearts were broken for Sin, and they 
would look up unto Chriſt, he would heal them. 
I exhorted them alſo to thank God for theſe 
Convictions, aſſuring them it was a Token of 
Good to their Souls. For God mult firſt ſmite 
the Heart, before he can heal it, Ifa. xix. 22. 
I generally found that they received Comfort 
from the Promiſes; and though they complain- 
ed much of the Burden of Sin, and of an Evil 


Heart of Unbelief, yet they always went away 
refreſhed 
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refreſhed and comforted. Many have come un- 
to me in this Manner, and more are continually 
coming; and though ſome fall off from their 
firſt Convictions, yet others cleave ſtedfaſtly 
unto the Lord. They begin to rejoice in him, 
and to love him; they love his Word, and 
meditate much upon it; they exerciſe them- 
ſelves in Prayer, and adorn their Profeſſion by 
a ſuitable Life and Converſation. 


And now let me make one Reflection. I 
preached up Sanctification very earneſtly for 
ſix Years in a former Pariſh, and never brought 
one Soul to Chriſt. I did the ſame at this Pa- 
riſh for two Years without any Succeſs at all; 
but as ſoon as ever I preached Jeſus Chriſt, 
and Faith in his Blood, then Believers were ad- 
ded to the Church continually ; then People 
flocked from all Parts to hear the glorious 
Sound of the Goſpel, ſome coming ſix Miles, 
others eight, and others ten, and that con- 
ſtantly. And now let me aſk, what is the 
Reaſon why my Miniſtry was not bleſſed, when 
I preached up Salvation partly by Faith, and 
partly by Works? It is becauſe this Doctrine 
is not of God; and he will proſper no Mini- 
ſters but ſuch as preach Salvation in his own 
appointed Way, { viz.) by Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt. 
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Let me now apply myſelf to your own 
Heart, and may God diſpoſe you to receive 
my Words in the Spirit of Meekneſs. In- 
deed, Sir, I love and reſpect you, elſe I could 
not have wrote to you ſo freely. Are you 
then in the ſame Error that I was in, for near 
forty Years, (viz.) that you . muſt be ſaved 
partly by Faith, and partly by Works? And 
have you conſtantly preached this Doctrine? 


Then you may be certainly aſſured of theſe - 


two Things : Firſt, That you never yet brought 
one Soul to Chriſt by your Miniſtry. And, 
Secondly, That you are not yet in the Way of 
Salvation yourſelf. Oh! be not diſpleaſed 
with me for telling you the Truth. But you 
will ſay, perhaps, that you have not only been 
fincere, but ever zealous in preaching the 
Word of God. So was I; but there is a 
Zeal which is not according to Knowledge ; 
and that Zeal I had, though I knew it not. 
You may fay farther, that you have read and 
prayed much, ſo have I, but I ſtill knew no- 
thihg as I ought to know, *till God was plea- 
ſed to ſhew me that I was blind, and then I 
cried heartily to him for Light and Direction, 
and he opened mine Eyes, John ix. 39. 


Dear Sir, will you attend to the following 
Advice? it is very ſafe Advice, be the State 
of your Soul what it will, Pray to God to 

lead 


(25) 
lead you into the Knowledge of the Truth a3 
it is in Jeſus. Beſeech God to keep you in the 
Truth, if you have received it; or if you are 
in Error, to reveal it unto you, If you will 
do this heartily and conſtantly, God will not 
ſuffer you to abide long in Darkneſs, if in- 
deed you are in Darkneſs, James 1. ;.— 


I now proceed to give you ſome further Ac- 
count of myſelf, and of the Impediments 
which kept me from the Truth. When I firſt 
came to the Univerſity, I applied myſelf dili- 
cently to my Studies, thinking human Lear- 
ning to be à neceſſary Qualification for a Di- 
vine, and that no one ought to preach unleſs 
he had taken a Degree in the Univerſity. Ac- 
cordingly I ſtudied the Claſſics, Mathematics, 
Philoſophy, Logic, Metaphyſics, and read 
the Works of our moſt eminent Divines ; and 
this I did for twenty Years; and all the while 
was departing more and more from the Truth 
as it is in Jeſus; vainly hoping to receive that 
Light and Inſtruction from human Wiſdom,* 
which could only be had from the Word of 
God and Prayer. . 


During this Time I was thought a Methodiſt 
by ſome people, only becauſe” I was a little 
more grave, and took a little more Pains in my 
Miniſtry than ſome others of my Brethren z but 

in 
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in Truth I was no Methodiſt at all, for I had 
no Sort of Acquaintance with them, and could 
not abide their fundamental Doctrine of Juſtifi- 
cation by Faith, and thought it high Preſump- 
tion in any to preach, unleſs they: had taken 
holy Orders. But when God was pleaſed to 
open mine Eyes about half a Year ago, he 
ſhewed and taught me other Things. Now I 
law that norhing had kept me ſo much from 
the Truth as a Deſire of human Wiſdom. Now 
perceived, that it was as difficult for a wiſe 
or learned Man to be ſaved, as it was for a 
rich Man or a Nobleman, 1 Cor. i. 26. Now 
I faw that God choſe the fooliſh Things of this 
World to confound the wiſe, and the weak 
Things to confound the mighty, .tor two plain 
Reaſons, 1it. that no Fleſh ſhould glory in his 
Preſence, 1 Cor. i. 29.—And Sccondly, to 
ſhew that Faith did not ſtand or was not pro- 
duced, by the Wiſdom of Man, but by the 
Power of God, 1 Cor. ji. 5. Now I diſcerned, 
that no one could underſtand the Word of God, 
but by the Spirit of God, 1 Cor. ii. 12. Now 
I ſaw that every Believer was anointed by the 
Holy Spirit and thereby led to the Knowledge 
of all needful Truths. 1 John ii. 20. And of 
Courſe that every true Believer was qualified to 


preach the Goſpel, provided he had the Gift of 


Utterance. Now I ſaw that the Methodiſt 
Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, was the very. 
| Doctrine 
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Doctrine of the Goſpel; and I did no longer 


Wonder at the Succeſs which thoſe Preachers 


met with, whether they were Clergymen or Lay- 
men. They preached Chriſt's Doctrine and 
Chriſt owned it; ſo that many were added to 
the Faith daily. 


But you will ſay perhaps, that thoſe Metho- 
diſts are Schiſmatics. Let us therefore examine 
the Matter. A Schiſmatic is one that diſſents 
and divides from an eſtabliſhed Church, at leaſt 
this is the general Notion of a Schiſmatic. 
Now I aſk, what do you mean by a Church, 
or what is it that makes one Church to differ 
from another? It is the Doctrine. The Church 
of England differs from the Church of Rome, 
not by its Steeples, Bells, or Veſtments, but 
by its Doctrines. Schiſm therefore conſiſts in 
departing from the Doctrines of a Church, and 
not from the Walls of a Church. In the Time 
of Stirbitch Fair, one Sermon is always preach- 
ed in the open Fields to the People at the Fair, 
and preached by ſome Fellow of a College or, 
Clergyman at Cambridge. Now I aſk, would 
you call this Clergyman a Schiſmatic ? No 
ſurely. And yet he preaches in the open Fields 
and upon unconſecrated Ground. It is plain 
then, that Schiſm doth not conſiſt in preaching 


out of the Walls of a Church, but in preaching 


contrary to che Doctrines of the Church, 


D And 
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And now, dear Sir, let me lay open my Sin 
* and my Shame unto you. I folemnly ſub- 
5 ſcribed to the Articles of our Church; and 
2 gave my hearty Aſſent and Conſent to them. 
Amongſt the Reſt, I declared that, We are 
accounted righteous before God, only for the 
Merits of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chritt 
by Faith, and not for our own Works or 
Deſervings, and that we are juſtified by; Faith 
only,” as it is expreſſed in the eleventh Arti- 
cle. But though I ſolemnly ſubſcribed this 
Article, I neither believed nor preached it: 
but preached Salvation, partly by Faith and 
and partly by Works. And oh, what dread- 
ful' Hypocriſy; what ſhameful Preyarication 
was this! I called and thought myſelf a 
Churchman, though I was really a Diſſenter 
and a Schitmatic ; for 1 was undermining the 
fundamentaf Doctrine of our Church and the 
fundamental Doctrine of the Goſpel, namely 
Juſtification by Faith only, and yet dreadful 
as my Caſe was, I fear it is the Cate of moſt 
of the Clergy in England, Scarce any Thing, 
is preached but Juftification by Faith and 
Works. And what is the Conſequence * ? Why, 
there is ſcarce any true Religion amonglt us, 
the Gofpel of Chriſt is not truly, preached by. 
us, and Chriſt wilt not awn our Miniftry., 
took around the Pariſhes which are near you, 


and fee whether you can find any Things beſides 
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the Form of Religion, and not much of that. 
Nay, amongſt thoſe whe are thought religious 
People; who are ſober, ſerious, juſt and 
devout; who read and faſt, and pray, and 
give Alms; amongſt thoſe you will ſcarce find 
one, who knows any Thing of the Power of 
Religion, and has experimental Knowledge of 
it. For if you aſk ſuch People in the very 
Words of Scripture, Whether they know 
that Jeſus Chriſt is in them, otherwiſe, they 
<< are Reprobates.“ 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Whether 
« Chriſt dwells in their Hearts by Faith.“ 
Eph. iii. 17. Whether their Sins are forgiven 
for Chriſt's Name ſake. 1 John it. 12. Whe- 
ther they have received an Unction from the 
Holy one. 1 John ii. 20. Whether the Love 
of God has been ſhed abroad in their Hearts 
by the Holy Ghoſt. Rom. v. 5. Whether 
they ace filled with Joy and Peace in belie- 
ving. Rom. xv. 13. Whether they walk in 
the Comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, and do ever 
rejoice with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glo- 
ry. Acts ix. 31. 1 Pet. i. 8. And laftly, 
whether the Holy Spirit bears Witneſs with 
their own Spirit, that they are the Children 
of God. Rom. viii. 14, 15, 16. If, I ſay, 
you aſk the better Sort amongſt us, whether 
they have any Experience of theſe Matters: 
they would ſtare at you with the utmoſt A- 
mazement, and would think you an Enthu- 
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ſiaſt, if they did not call you ſo. Now ſuch 
People who have all the Form, but none of 
the Power of Religion; who are outwardly 
reformed, but not inwardly renewed by the 
Holy Ghoſt; theſe are what our Saviour calls 
whited Sepulchres, beautiful without, but 
full of Rottenneſs within. They are ſtriving 


to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but 


are not able: Becauſe they do not ſtrive law- 
fully. For they do not ſcek to enter in through 
Jeſus Chriſt, but partly through Chriſt, and 
partly through themſelves, partly by Faith 
and partly by Works. Theſe are the almoſt, 
but not altogether Chriſtians.—And if at any 
Time it happens that {ome amongſt us are ſei- 
zed with deep Convictions, and are made ſen- 
ſible of their utter Need of Chriſt, and that 
they can only be juſtified by Faith in his Blood; 
theſe People not finding proper Food for their 
Souls in our Churches, are obliged to go elſe- 


where, and ſeek it where they can find it. It 


is no Wonder therefore that there are ſo few 
real Chriſtians amongſt us.—If you read over 
the Homilies of the Church, If you read the 
Fathers of the Church, if you read the Works 
of the good old Biſhops that were publiſhed 
an hundred Years ago, you will there find the 
Goſpel of Chriſt preached, and the true Doc- 
trine of our own Church. But ſince that Time, 
{ mean in the laſt Century, qur Clergy have 
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been gradually departing more and more from 
our Doctrines, Articles, and Homilies; ſo that 
at length there was ſcarce a Clergyman to be 
found, but who preached contrary to the Arti- 
cles he ſubſcribed. And almoſt all the Sermons 
that have been publiſhed in the laſt Century, 
both by Biſhops and Curates, are full of that 
Soul- deſtroying Doctrine, that we are to be 
juſtiſied partly by our own Works, and partly 
by Chriſt's Merits. | 


Do you aſk how all the Clergy came to fall 
into this pernicious Doctrine? I anſwer, very 
eaſily, Every Man, whilſt he continues un- 
der the Power of the carnal Mind, and is not 
awakened to ſee his utter loſt Condition, is na- 
turally diſpoſed to embrace this Doctrine. For 
not being yet convinced by the Spirit of God, 
that all his Righteouſneſs is as filthy Rags ; 
Iſaiah Ixiy. 6. and that he is without Help and 
Strength in himſelf. Rom. v. 6. I ſay, not 
being convinced of this he naturally goes about 
to eitabliſh ſome Righteouſneſs of his own, and 
cannot ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of God by 
Faith. Not being yet ſenſible of his utter loſt 
and helpleſs State, he muſt have ſome Reli- 
ance on himſelf : And thus inſtead of looking 
wholly to Jefus Chriſt for Salvation, he looks 
partly to Chriſt, and partly to himſelf: In- 
ſtead of ſeeking for Righteouſneſs and Strength 
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from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he ſeeks for it 
partly from Chriſt and partly ſrom himſelf: 
Inſtead of ſeeking to be juſtified in the Lord, 
he ſeeks after Juſtification partly througli the 
Lord, and partly through himſelf, But ſee 
what Chriſt ſaith of this Matter; Iſa. xlv. 22, 


2 3, 24, 25. 


And now let me aſk, how the whole Church 
of Rome happened to depart. from the Simpli- 

city of the Goſpel, and to fall into this Doc- 
trine of Works and Faith which we now 

preach. It was 'owing to the depraved Na- | 
ture. of Man, which makes him think himſelf - x 
to be ſomething, and that he can do ſome- 
thing, though he is nothing and can do no- 
thing to juſtify . himſelf in God's Sight. At 
the Retormation, our Church returned again 

to Jeſus. Chriſt, and placed Juſtification on 
the Goſpel footing of Faith only. And fo it 
continues to this Day: But though our Arti- 
cles and Homilies continue found and evan- 
gelical, yet our Clergy have departed once 
more from both, and are advancing to Rome 
again with haſty Strides; preaching in Spite 

of Articles and Subſcription, that moſt per- 
nicious, papiſtical, and damnable Doctrine of 
Juſtification by Faith and Works. Which 
Doctrine, I am verily aſſured, no one can hold, 
and, be in a State of, Salvation.ä— But I truſt 


God is once more viſiting in Mercy our poor 
diſtreſſed 
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